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Restaurant's demolition signals end of landmark
By DAN WALLACH , The Enterprise

A longtime Beaumont landmark is gone and the bogdi demolition wipes clean a
location along Calder Avenue, which itself is totben up and rebuilt in the next two to
three years.

The Three Amigos restaurant, 1716 Calder Ave. aega the longtime Felix Mexican
Restaurant, which might have been Beaumont'sdfirsh south-of-the-border eatery whe
it opened in the 1940s at Calder and First Street.

path to demolition on Sept. 24, 2005.

Cynthia Loza, who owned a similarly named restaa@aB035 College St, opened her
second Three Amigos at the former Felix locatiodmil 1998.

Andrew Nenque/The Enterprise
An excavator clears debris from what was once tired Amigos

She did not return a telephone call placé@xman Restaurant on Calde_r Avenye Tue§day in Beat. The

Advertisement ery had replaced the longtime Felix Mexican &esint.

to her home Tuesday. A woman who
identified herself as Loza's mother said she woellaly an interview request.

In an interview with The Enterprise in 1998, Lozddsshe had bought the College Street property
from its former owner who carried the note for reerg did the same with the Felix location.

T Felix Tijerina Jr., son of the original Felix whpened Mexican food restaurants in Houston and
the one in Beaumont, had told The Enterprise tleewduld carry the $150,000 note on the
Beaumont property for Loza.

The current property owner is Makas Managemend, B&dleed Khan, a company representative.

Khan said Makas acquired the property from a bamtk@ans to sell it.

The city of Beaumont undertook the demolition afterasbestos abatement, said Public Works
Director Tom Warner.

| Click here 0 go 10 JK Chevrole

He said demolitions usually are packaged in graigsght or 10 for a single contractor and the cisyally charges the property owner for his or
her portion.

The city plans to perform a major reconstructioiCafder from the Neches River to where Calder nsjéihelan Boulevard west of West Lucas
Drive. The work involves installation of drainagexes that will divert storm water runoff to the Nes River, relieving ditches that now take
flood water to drainage ditches that flow soutmglthe west side of Interstate 10.

The improvement project will start next year arkktéwo to three years to complete. The first prasebegins at the river and works westward,
so the former Three Amigos property will be onetwf earliest to be affected.

dwallach@hearstnp.com
(409) 838-2876

PHILPOTT PRE-OWNED SUPER CE

(> CREDIT PROBLEMS ?
oR AFPLY u"uﬂ‘.’“ﬂm‘:{ll o '

EOME ‘_mmmlﬂ

©The Beaumont Enterprise 2007

http://www.beaumontenterprise.com/site/printerFdigrefm?brd=2287&dept id=512504&new... 3/8/200"



